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“Jesus’ Invitation to Come up to a Better Place”  
Luke 14:7-11 

30 September Anno Domini 2007 
Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho 
 
Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father and of the † Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The LORD makes poor and makes rich – He brings low and He exalts. He raises 
up the poor out of the dust; He lifts the needy from the dung-hill – to make them 
sit among princes and inherit a seat of honor – 1 Samuel 2:7-8a. 
 
Dearly Beloved, 
 
Thus do the Spirit-inspired words flow forth over the sanctified lips of the 
blessed Hannah. She sings her prayer of praise and thanksgiving unto the Lord 
for having taken her from the depths of barrenness to the hallowed heights of 
joy at the birth of her baby – likening the experience to being lifted from a low-
crawling life amidst odorous, scatological surroundings and being carried to and 
seated at a place of honor at a royal feast. She had been living in a lowly place 
and then suddenly the Lord ushered her up to a better place in His Presence and 
at His Table. 
 
The sermon this morning is based upon the Gospel reading appointed to be read 
in Churches today. Please listen to a portion of that Holy Word of the LORD our 
God; namely Luke 14:7-11 and hear with the ears of your soul . . . 
 
. . . Jesus’ Invitation to Come up to a Better Place. 
 

So He [Jesus] told a parable to those who were invited, when He noted how 
they chose the places of honor, saying to them: “When you are invited by 
anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest a more 
honorable man than you be invited by him; and he who invited you and him 
come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,’ and then you begin with 
shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down in 
the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, 
‘Friend, go up higher,’ then you will have glory in the presence of those who 
sit at the table with you. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the 
one humbling himself will be exalted.” 
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Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 
 
Now, let’s note at the git-go that this parable is not about the pastor inviting 
people to move up closer to the front of the church in order that they might be 
able to hear the Word of God even as the wonderful praises of the infants and 
babies are being uttered during the service and the sermon. I mean, it doesn’t 
take a rocket scientist or a parable to figure out if you have trouble hearing, you 
get closer to one sound and farther away from the other. While moving up 
closer to the front of the sanctuary is a good idea for people who have a hard 
time hearing when the little ones are chirping during church, or for people who 
are not able to pay attention as they should, this parable that Jesus spoke is not 
about that. 
 
So, what’s the parable about? It’s about two things – the attitudes that people 
bring with them as they enter the Presence of God and the ways in which Jesus 
deals with such people. The context is a pharisaic feast that Jesus had been 
invited to and which was being served in the house of the lawman. The Savior 
notices those in attendance and how the invited ones were seating themselves. 
They sought out the seats of honor – the chairs of choice – the places of pride in 
the house of the haughty one.  
 
A parable is a way of teaching a central truth. It does so by having a point of 
comparison and then making applications. Confused? Well, let’s start with a 
point of comparison for the parable. It might be something like this. “As the 
man who invited many to a wedding feast made a determination on the seating 
arrangement based on honor, so the Lord makes a faith-based declaration 
concerning those who congregate in His Presence.” The central truth might be 
something like, “Faith Hears the Word of Jesus’ Invitation.” 
 
Therefore, let’s make a couple of applications and we begin so by pondering the 
truth of a psalm verse – Though the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly; 
but the haughty He knows from afar – Psalm 138:6. The haughty, arrogant, 
proud, self-centered and self-justifying man accepts the invitation to attend the 
wedding feast. Let’s call him, Proudsoul. Proudsoul enters the room and takes 
note where the highly honored would be seated. Proudsoul – excuse me, Sir 
Proudsoul as he insists on being called – goes to the seat of honor and seats 
himself. Others come into the banqueting hall and there commences the litany 
of the pecking order, whereby seating is based upon natural selection, the 
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survival of the fittest and a list of legal “done that’s more often and better than 
you”. Finally, everyone is seated and Sir Proudsoul is at the highest place. 
 
But look! The host of the wedding feast has entered and he has someone with 
him. He is going over to Sir Proudsoul and is saying something to him. “You 
must give up this chair to a more honorable soul. You may go sit at the lowest 
place.” Sir Proudsoul has been shamed in the presence of everyone. Do you 
imagine that he will go to the lowest place? No, he will leave the wedding hall 
entirely. He has no desire to stick around. He doesn’t have to put up with this. 
He’s got his pride, doncha know! Besides, the host was probably not serving up 
what he liked to eat and there probably wouldn’t be the entertainment that 
would amuse him. So he leaves in shame and embarrassment and anger and . . . 
well, in unbelief, for this parable is a way that Jesus was teaching about the 
attitudes that people have who come into His Presence in the Divine Service. 
 
If you keep entering into the Presence of the Lord in His Sanctuary with a 
haughty, proud, arrogant attitude and that you believe, feel and think that you 
deserve to be honored, then shame on you. You will find that you are going to 
be greatly disappointed. If you desire to stand before Christ Jesus on Judgment 
Day and present your legal case for inheriting Heaven on the basis of your 
family genealogy, or your good deeds, or your age, or the amount of your 
offerings, then you are going to your destruction. 
But remember, this parable is not about physical location. Sir Proudsoul may be 
sitting in the very back table of the room as Sir Pastor Proudsoul might be 
seated up front. This also means that those others may be seated at place in the 
room. The others? What others? God’s beloved people.  
 
The psalmist declares the truth – For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He 
adorns the humble with salvation – Psalm 149:4. So did you not notice who it 
was that the host of the wedding feast ushered up to the seat of honor?  
 
Here’s what happened. There is a poor soul named Brokenheart. She has no title 
added to the front of her name and she would never think of calling herself 
Humbleheart. Indeed, Brokenheart slips into the wedding feast and only seeks 
the lowest seat in the banqueting hall. Though she is glad to have been invited, 
she knows that she does not deserve a place at such a fine Table and on such a 
festive occasion. Brokenheart considers herself the chief of sinners and, well, if 
the others in the wedding feast knew of her past, they would likely ask the host 
to have her removed from the premises.  
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In fact, look, behold! The host is going to the lowest place and is speaking to 
her. She looks nervous and she is filled with fear as he speaks to her. He’s 
taking her by the hand and she is rising. The host is not going to let her stay 
there. But look where he’s ushering her. It’s up to the highest place – the seat of 
honor at the head table – up there where Sir Proudsoul is seated. He’s making 
Proudsoul give his seat up in order for Brokenheart to be seated at the best 
place.  
 
The same Savior comes to you, dear Poorsoul. He comes down from heaven in 
order for you to hear His Word in the midst of your life. So your Redeemer 
invites you to His Wedding Feast at the banqueting room known as Our 
Redeemer. You come into this place loaded with sins, sorrow and earthly sighs. 
You have His promise that calling on Him in the day of trouble, He will hear 
you and deliver you. So when the others stand and await the entrance of the 
Lord, you stand with all the others. You add your “Amen” after the Invocation 
is chanted; namely, “In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy 
Ghost” – the very words printed in your wedding invitation and sealed with the 
watermark on your forehead when you were baptized. 
 
Jesus continues to speak to you. What is He saying? Listen. “Friend, go up 
higher.” So, if indeed you can believe it, you go up to God and confess all your 
sins and beg God’s mercy and grace for the sake of Christ’s holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death. You add your “Amen” after the Absolution is 
declared; namely, that you are forgiven of “all your sins in the Name of the 
Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit” – the very words printed in your 
wedding invitation and sealed with the watermark on your forehead when you 
were baptized. 
 
Jesus continues to speak to you. Listen. “Friend, you are holy, perfect and 
righteous. Friend, go up higher.” So you are now received into the very 
Presence of the LORD God Almighty along with the angels and archangels and 
all the company of heaven. This is heaven on earth. It is here that you wait, 
living out your days and years in the grace of God. When you are ready and 
have confirmed the Christian faith so that you know why you are going to the 
Lord’s Supper and what you hope to receive, you will be invited to attend the 
Holy Communion where, along with the bread and the wine, you will feast on 
the Body and Blood of Christ given and shed for you for the remission of sins 
and the strengthening faith. Until that day when you are invited to the Supper 
you exhibit proper Table manners and wait patiently and in faith. 
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Then comes the day that you depart this life. “Friend, go up higher.” You are 
no longer subject to sin, death and the devil – no longer tempted – no longer 
hurting – no longer dying. You are with the Lord in Paradise. Then comes the 
Day of Resurrection and Judgment Day. What do you suppose Jesus is going to 
say to you as you stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ with your glorified 
body and perfect soul re-united? “This is the Wedding Feast of the Son of God 
and His Bride, the Church. Friend, go up higher.”  
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband; and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the 
dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself will be with them; He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor 
crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away." And He 
Who sat upon the Throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." (Revelation 
21:1-5a). 
 
Until that day, dear faithful soul, you are privileged to sit at the place where 
Hannah and Mary of old sat. Do you not remember the words of Hannah who 
opened her mouth in the Old Testament Magnificat, hymning all praise and 
glory and thanks to the LORD God for His grace, mercy and favor richly given 
to her and lavishly poured out upon her? The LORD makes poor and makes rich 
– He brings low and He exalts. He raises up the poor out of the dust; He lifts 
the needy from the dung-hill – to make them sit among princes and inherit a 
seat of honor – 1 Samuel 2:7-8a.  
 
Do you not recall the words of Mary recorded in Holy Writ and chanted for 
centuries in the Church? “My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour  For He hath regarded the low estate of His 
handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; and Holy is His Name. And 
His mercy is on them that fear Him from generation to generation. He hath 
shewed strength with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them 
of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich He hath 
sent empty away. He hath holpen His servant Israel, in remembrance of His 
mercy; as He spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever” – 
Luke 1:46-55. Amen. 
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